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Abortion may be an unlikely legislative topic 


Kentucky leaders: Pension reform, 
biennial budget to take much time 


Morgan Watkins 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Kentucky’s Republican-controlled Legislature 
passed major anti-abortion measures in 2017, but pen- 
sion reform and other fiscal challenges are expected to 
dominate the 2018 legislative session and may leave 
lawmakers with limited time to devote to abortion- 
related issues. 

“T haven't heard much talk about pro-life bills,” said 
Senate Majority Leader Damon Thayer, R-George- 


town, noting that legislators have been focusing 
heavily on topics such as pension and tax reform and 
on crafting a 2018-20 budget. 

State Sen. Brandon Smith, R-Hazard, sponsored 
last session’s ban on abortions after 20 weeks of preg- 
nancy (with few exceptions), but said he doesn’t plan 
to introduce anti-abortion legislation during the new 
session, although he hasn’t ruled out the possibility. 

“Most members are focused on the pension issue 
and just the worry that’s created,” he said. 

State Sen. Morgan McGarvey, D-Louisville, said the 
amount of time pension reform and the budget will 
take up during the upcoming session, which begins 
Jan. 2, can’t be over-stressed. 


See ABORTION, Page 7A 


Planned Parenthood’s Louisville office is shown. 
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UK assists other state schools 


Lexington exhibitions give 
much-needed cash flow 


Fletcher Page Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK 


LEXINGTON, Ky. 
oach Greg Mason couldn't stop smil- 
ing as he carried 6-month-old daugh- 
ter Lucy after his Centre College bas- 

ketball team lost by 43 points in a November 
preseason exhibition. 


The final score, a 106-63 drubbing at the hands of 


the Wildcats, didn’t — and couldn’t — measure what 
that November night represented for Mason and Cen- 
tre College. 

“In the dictionary, nirvana is a state of perfect hap- 
piness, and that’s me right now,” Mason said. 

For Centre College and Thomas More College, two 
NCAA Division III athletic programs in Kentucky, 
basketball exhibitions against UK this season provid- 
ed a financial windfall and unparalleled experiences 
for student-athletes. 

“This thing is kind of unique in that the seat I sit in, 
you cheat the position if you’re not reaching out to 
help,” Kentucky coach John Calipari said. “And the 
same with this program, we have a chance to help 
other programs.” 

In what is a common practice among NCAA Divi- 


sion I basketball and football teams, the University of 


Kentucky paid each school $20,000 and provided100 
complimentary tickets, 50 in the lower level and 50 in 
the upper level, for each exhibition, according to 
game contracts obtained by Courier Journal. 

(A third Kentucky basketball exhibition, against 
Morehead State, was arranged for charity and raised 
$448,220 for hurricane and wildfire relief.) 

Brad Fields, a Centre College graduate and director 
of athletics and recreation since 2013, was in the gro- 
cery store in July during a vacation trip to Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina, when Mason called about the 
opportunity. 

Excited, of course, Fields soon began thinking: 
How should we use this money? 

“It’s something that we shouldnt expect beyond 
one time,” Fields said. “If it happens again, that’s 
great, but we can’t plan for that. So we wanted to do 
something that would make an impact for our stu- 
dents.” 

The athletic budgets for Centre, a private liberal 
arts college with around 1,250 students in Danville, 
and Thomas More, a Catholic liberal arts college with 
1,900 students in Crestview Hills, are not made avail- 
able to the public. 

But it’s safe to say neither program operates at a 


spending level remotely close to the University of 


Kentucky, which reported an intercollegiate athletics 
budget of more than $149 million in 2015-16. 

“I think it’s tough to comprehend from the outside 
looking in when you are part of a community like 
Thomas More College, what this does for us,” Thomas 
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A severe new year: Cities break low-temperature 
records; brutal freeze grips much of nation. 1B 
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Kentucky forward Kevin Knox elevates for a layup against Centre College forward Jakob Spitzer during the 
Nov. 3 exhibition game at Rupp Arena. UK paid Centre $20,000 and provided 100 complimentary tickets. 
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Watchdog Earth: A 2017 retrospective 


James Bruggers provides his analysis of last year’s top 
environmental stories, their effects on the region. 3A 
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Weather 


High 22° X Low 12° 
Sunny. Forecast, 2A 


